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colleagues. The President said he was overwhelmed with
many pressing matters which must be disposed of, and he
would be glad if Stanton would prepare a veto or make
suggestions. Stanton asked to be excused, for he had not
time. The Attorney-General said it was impossible for
him to do the work. The President turned to Seward,
who said he had not recently given these subjects attention,
but he would take hold if Stanton would help him. The
President suggested that both the War and Navy must
help in this matter, and McCulloch expressed a special de-
sire that I should participate. I saw that Seward was not
taken with that proposition.

Some general discussion followed, and, before we left,
Seward spoke across the room to Stanton and requested
him to call and enter upon their duties; but no invitation
was extended to me. The President turned to me and
in an undertone remarked that I had given this subject
a good deal of thought and he reckoned I had better pre-
pare a paper. I told him I would have no objection to
contribute to the document, but it had gone into hands
that seemed willing to grapple with it, and I apprehended
after what had been said that they would do it justice.
If, however, anything was wanted of me, I would be
ready to contribute at any time,

February 27, Wednesday. I called on the President to-
day with a brief communication to the House of Represent-
atives, declining to furnish certain information which had
been called for at the instigation of a claim agent, which
response I thought had better pass through the President.
The anterooms were very much crowded. In the council-
room, at the President's table, was a gentleman busily
writing, who did not lift his head while I was in the room,
but who, I am confident, was Judge Jeremiah Black. My
interview with the President was necessarily brief, for I
saw he was engaged and none were admitted. I have no
doubt that Black is assisting in preparing the veto message